MATH 113 - Introduction to Applied Statistics
Spring 2024 Course Syllabus

James Jones, Professor of Mathematics
Mathematics, Science, and Business Division - Richland Community College

Course Meeting Information
The Spring 2024 semester begins January 16 and ends May 10.

Section 01 meets in W249 from 2:00 to 10:10 am on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.

The final exam will be taken online using the Canvas learning management system. It can be
completed anytime between 12:00 am on May 8 and 11:59 pm on May 10.

Here are some important dates.

m January 26 is the last day to withdraw and get a refund.
m  May 7 is the last day to withdraw from the course without receiving a letter grade.
m  No late work will be accepted after May 10.

This is a face-to-face course that uses the Canvas learning management system. There is an
online student orientation to Canvas and the College that must be completed prior to obtaining
access to your courses in Canvas.

Submitting assignments in Canvas does not count as attending class. Assignments will be due
throughout the week and, per federal guidelines, you should expect to dedicate a minimum of
12 hours per week to this course.

Instructor Information

James Jones, Professor of Mathematics Phone: 217-875-7211, ext 6490
Email: james@richland.edu Office: 5224
Web: https://people.richland.edu/james Canvas: https://richland.instructure.com

The best way to contact the instructor is through Canvas or by email. Do not leave a voice mail
as it will not reach the instructor in time to help.

Office Hours

| spend most of my office hours in the classroom before and after class. This allows me to help
students with their assignments, homework, projects, exams, and questions. Students are
encouraged to come to class early each day and use that time to ask questions of the
instructor, work on projects, or just socialize with other students in the course.


mailto:james@richland.edu
https://people.richland.edu/james
https://richland.instructure.com/

These office hours are on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday in room W249.
8:40-9:00 am, 10:10-10:30 am, 11:40-12:00 pm, 1:40-2:00 pm, 3:10-3:30 pm

Text

Introductory Statistics with Randomization and Simulation, 1°" edition. David M. Diez, Christopher
D Barr., and Mine Cetinkaya-Rundel. Openintro. ISBN 978-1-50057-669-1 (required)

Download a free PDF version of the textbook from https://www.openintro.org. If you would
like a printed (non-color) version of the textbook, you can rent it for about $6 from the College
Bookstore or buy it new on Amazon for about $10.

The choice of using a printed textbook vs an electronic one is completely up to the student.
Use whichever one works better for you.

Student Audience

Transfer students in all disciplines. This is a general education course that meets the
mathematics requirements for graduation, it does not lead to another course in statistics.

Prerequisite

The prerequisite for Math 113, Introduction to Applied Statistics, is eligibility for ENGL 101 and
one of the following: 1) MATH 098 with a C or better grade and MATH 095 with a C or better
grade or one year of high school geometry, (2) satisfactory score on the mathematics
placement exam, (3) a score of 22 or higher on the math ACT within three years of enrollment,
and (4) a score of 560 on the math SAT within three years of enrollment.

Course Description

MATH 113 - Introduction to Applied Statistics
Hours: 4 lecture - O lab - 4 credit

Math 113 is a general education statistics course that uses current technology to allow
focusing on mathematical understanding instead of routine calculations. Descriptive statistics
covered include frequency tables, graphs, and measures of location and variation. Topics from
probability include probability rules, counting techniques, and probability distributions.
Inferential statistics coverage includes estimation, confidence intervals, hypothesis testing, and
probability values. Statistical methods covered include the one and two sample t-tests, one and
two proportion tests, chi-square goodness of fit and test for independence, correlation,
regression, and analysis of variance. This course makes heavy use of technology to solve real-
world applications.

Applicable toward graduation where program structure permits.


https://www.openintro.org
https://www.amazon.com/Introductory-Statistics-Randomization-Simulation-David/dp/1500576697

m  Certificate or degree: All certificates, A.A.S., ALLS., A A, AS.
m  Group requirement: Mathematics
m  Area of Concentration: Not applicable.

lllinois Articulation Initiative (1Al)

The lllinois Articulation Initiative is a statewide transfer agreement. Their website is at
http://www.itransfer.org.

Math 113, Introduction to Applied Statistics, satisfies the lllinois Articulation Initiative
Definition of a General Education Mathematics Course. It corresponds to M1902, General
Education Statistics.

The |Al course description was updated for the Fall 2018 semester and the new description
closely matches the Richland course, which had already implemented many of the
recommendations.

M1902: General Education Statistics (3-4 semester credits)

This course focuses on statistical reasoning and the solving of problems using real-world data
rather than on computational skills. The use of technology-based computations (more
advanced than a basic scientific calculator, such as graphing calculators with a statistical
package, spreadsheets, or statistical computing software) is required with an emphasis on
interpretation and evaluation of statistical results. Topics must include data collection
processes (observational studies, experimental design, sampling techniques, bias), descriptive
methods using quantitative and qualitative data, bivariate data, correlation, and least-squares
regression, basic probability theory, probability distributions (normal distributions and normal
curve, binomial distribution), confidence intervals and hypothesis tests using p-values.
Prerequisite: A student in this course should be college-ready in mathematics as assessed by
local institutions (for example: Intermediate Algebra with a C or better, placement, co-requisite
course, multiple measures, transitional mathematics competencies, PMGE, or professional
organization recommendations, etc.). Policies on the acceptance of AP credit vary among
academic programs and from institution to institution, so AP credit toward the GECC or major
requirements is not guaranteed. A score of 3 or higher on the AP Statistics exam may be
considered as equivalent to successful completion of postsecondary courses approved for |Al
GECC M1 902

GAISE College Report

The Guidelines for Assessment and Instruction in Statistics Education (GAISE) College Report
was written in 2005 and updated in 2016 and is endorsed by the American Statistical
Association (ASA) and the American Mathematical Association of Two-Year Colleges
(AMATYC). It presents a guideline of what should be contained in an introductory statistics
course.


http://www.itransfer.org.
http://www.amstat.org/education/gaise/

GAISE Recommendations

There are six recommendations of the GAISE report. This course focuses on achieving these
recommendations:

Teach statistical thinking.

Focus on conceptual understanding.

Integrate real data with a context and a purpose.

Foster active learning.

Use technology to explore concepts and analyze data.

Use assessments to improve and evaluate student learning.

GAISE Goals

In addition, there are nine goals listed in the GAISE report that this course seeks to meet.

Students should become critical readers of statistically-based results reported in popular
media, recognizing whether reported results reasonably follow from the study and analysis
conducted.

Students should understand the investigative process through which statistics works to
answer questions.

Students should be able to produce graphical displays and interpret what graphs do and do
not reveal.

Students should recognize and be able to explain the central role of variability in statistical
tendencies and associations.

Students should recognize and be able to explain the central role of randomness in designing
studies and drawing conclusions.

Students should gain experience with how mathematical models, including multivariable
models, are used in statistics.

Students should demonstrate an understanding of, and ability to use, basic ideas of
statistical inference, both hypothesis tests and interval estimation, in a variety of settings.
Students should be able to interpret and draw conclusions from standard output from
statistics software.

Students should display an awareness of ethical issues associated with sound statistical
practice.

Course Objectives

In addition to the goals and objects defined in the GAISE report, upon successful completion of
this course, a student should be able to:

Create and interpret graphical representations of data.™**

Use technology when appropriate and know the limitations of technology.®



m  Work collaboratively with others towards the completion of a common goal. ****
m Use deductive reasoning and critical thinking to solve problems.*

Apply common sense to mathematical problems.”
Determine whether a statement can be proved or must be assumed.?

Plan an experiment, gather and analyze the data, and interpret the results.****

m Explain the statistical results using common language.™*
m  Read a scenario and determine the proper statistical method for analyzing the data.
m Effectively communicate the student's understanding of the subject.™?

The numbered superscripts refer to the Richland Cross-Disciplinary Outcomes addressed by
that objective.

Richland Cross-Disciplinary Outcomes

Richland Community College has established some outcomes for degree-seeking students.
These are not necessarily completed within a single course, but should be demonstrated and
assessed at some point before the student graduates. Richland may utilize anonymous student
work samples for outcomes assessment and continuous improvement of courses and programs.

Richland Community College's cross-disciplinary outcomes are:

1. The degree-seeking student will communicate effectively in writing.
2. The degree-seeking student will orally communicate effectively.

3. The degree-seeking student will access, evaluate, and appropriately use information in
research and applied contexts.

4. The degree-seeking student will think critically and creatively.

Program Outcomes

In addition to the cross-disciplinary outcomes, the mathematics program at Richland
Community College has established some discipline-specific outcomes and goals.

1. Mathematical Reasoning: Students will apply mathematical reasoning to solve story
problems. This goal is directly measured in this course.

2. Preparatory Skills: Students will demonstrate mathematical competencies needed for
success in other courses. This goal influences the course, but is not measured directly.

Topical Outline

This course will cover the topics listed below, which are tied to the textbook. The times spent
on each topic are approximate as material may be reordered, intermixed, or repeated. In
particular, the textbook introduces inference early and includes many of the ideas from
probability that are used in inference there, rather than in the separate chapter on probability.



Data - 10 hours

Introduction to the statistical process

Context of data including cases and variables

Classification of data: numeric vs categorical; levels of measurement

Population vs Sample; Types of sampling, Anecedotal evidence

Charts and graphs: Frequency tables, scatter plots,

Relationships between variables: association, causation, scatter plots, explanatory vs
response variables

Observational studies vs experiments.

Experiments: Control vs treatment, randomized experiments, role of random assignment in
establishing cause

Graphing numeric data: scatter plots, dot plots, histogram, boxplots, choropleths
Describing numeric data: mean, median, mode, variance, standard deviation, interquartile
range, symmetry, skewness, outliers

Graphing categorical data: frequency tables, contingency tables, bar charts, segmented bar
charts, mosaic plots, alternatives to pie chart

Describing categoric data: proportions, joint probabilities, conditional probabilities

Foundation for Inference - 17 hours

Null and alternative hypotheses

Bootstrapping and randomization testing to simulate null hypothesis and create the null
distribution

Probability values and statistical significance

Type | and Il decision errors

Choosing a significance level and why a = 0.05 is the default

Two-sided hypotheses, two-tailed p-values, and why hypotheses should be formed before
looking at the data

Sampling distributions and the Central Limit Theorem for means and proportions
Normal distributions, 68-95-99.7 rule

Standardizing scores, looking up normal probabilities

Graphical means of checking normality assumption including histograms and probability
plots

Standard errors vs standard deviations.

Confidence intervals including 2SD rule of thumb for estimating margin of error

Three approaches to hypothesis testing: confidence intervals, probability values, and
classical
Importance of checking conditions



Probability - 4 hours

Defining probability: relative frequency, law of large numbers.

Probability rules: complements, addition rule, multiplication rule
Conditional probabilities

Counting techniques: factorials, partitioning (distinguishable permutations)

Demonstrating difficulty finding exact probabilities and establishing need for simulation and
modeling

Random variables and probability distributions
Binomial and multinomial distributions.

Categorical Data - 8 hours

Inference for a single proportion, 1 proportion z-test

Difference of two proportions, 2 proportion z-test

Testing for goodness of fit using chi-square, chi-square goodness of fit test
Testing for independence in two-way tables, chi-square test for association

Numerical Data - 11 hours

Student's T distributions

Inference for a single mean, 1 sample t-test

Paired data, paired samples t-test, dependent means
Difference of two means, 2 sample t-test, independent means,
Difference in several means, 1-way ANOVA, 2-way ANOVA

Correlation & Regression - 13 hours

Line Fitting, residuals, and correlation

Fitting a line by least squares regression, finding slope and y-intercept

Types of outliers and their potential problems.

Inference for linear regression, ANOVA table

Introduction to multiple regression, table of coefficients, ANOVA table, summary statistics
Choosing an appropriate multiple regression model

Course Expectations

Student Expectations of Instructor

Here are some things you can expect from the instructor.

Responses to email or Canvas messages will occur in a timely manner. The goal is within 12
hours during the week and within 36 hours over the weekend. At times, you will find the
instructor at the computer and have a response to simple questions within 15 minutes. That
is not, by any means, a guaranteed response time, but don't be surprised if it happens. | do



not have a smartphone and am not connected to email 24-7. | do take my laptop with me
while traveling, but sometimes hotel internet is flaky. In other words, don't wait until
something is due to ask about it. When the problem is too difficult to answer within 12
hours, the instructor will send you a message notifying that it will take longer.
Assignments will be graded within 3 days of submission. Exams may take longer and the
instructor may withhold release of exam grades until all students have completed their
exams.

The instructor will provide guidance and direction on assignments, but will usually steer the
student towards the answer rather than just providing the correct answer. Understanding
the problem and process is more important than just getting the answer.

When the instructor makes a mistake, he will admit it and not blame Canvas or other
technology for his mistakes. Be aware that the explanation of the mistake may include his
frustration with the technology, but he will accept blame if it is really is his mistake. If the
mistake warrants, adjustments may be made.

The instructor will treat students with civility and respect.

Instructor Expectations of Student

Here is what is expected out of students in this course.

Students will communicate with the instructor. Life-events happen, but the instructor needs
to know about them as soon as possible when they are going to interfere with learning. Do
not just disappear from the course for a while and expect to be okay.

Students will be civil and respectful of all persons in the course.

Students will monitor Canvas and their student emails and respond to the instructor or
other classmates in a timely fashion.

If a student contacts the instructor for help and then figures it out before the instructor has
a chance to respond, the student will notify the instructor that the problem has been
resolved or that help in a different area is needed.

Students will read the book, watch the videos, and read the material in Canvas before
contacting the instructor for help. Many of the questions that students have are already
answered in the online material and you can find them faster yourself than you can by
contacting the instructor and waiting for a response.

When a student contacts the instructor for help, the student should be prepared to show
what has been attempted or already accomplished. If emailing, the student should be
specific in his or her requests. Do not send a request for help that just says, for example, "I
don't understand hypothesis testing," and expect help by email. That is too large of a topic
and it is usually just one sticking point that is difficult to self-identify when you don't
understand the material. You should meet with the instructor in person in that situation.
Students will be academically honest in their work. Among other things, this means that you



will complete your own homework and take your own exams. You are welcome to receive
help on homework, projects, and discussions, but the exams need to be yours. You may use
a calculator on all exams unless otherwise indicated.

m  Students will seek help if there are technology issues.

Type of Instruction

Instruction in this course will primarily occur through project-based learning. Along with this,
we will use discussion, problem solving, activities, individual and group work, student questions,
student participation, reading, interactive quizzing, and lecture. Students are expected to have
read the material before class and are strongly encouraged to come to class with a list of
questions and to ask these questions. A substantial portion of this class will involve
collaborative work with other students.

Students learn the material at a deeper level of processing when they are required to think and
draw connections between things. The instructor will rarely answer a question directly because
it often leads to superficial memorization and not deeper understanding. Instead, when the
student asks a question, the instructor will usually ask one back in an effort to guide students
toward making the connections needed to answer the question. In other circumstances, the
instructor will direct the student towards asking the correct question to increase
understanding.

Method of Evaluation

Evaluation could include any of the following: problem solving exams, objective exams, essays,
research papers, oral presentations, group projects, individual projects, participation, activities,
quizzes, and homework.

General Philosophy

There will be no traditional, high-stake exams in this course aside from the comprehensive final
exam, which only counts as much as two regular quizzes. High-stakes exams encourage
students to put off studying until the exam and statistics, as well as all mathematics, is
cumulative in nature. Failure to learn material one week means that you will have trouble
understanding the material the next week.

Instead of a few high-pressure exams after a month of material, this course takes the opposite
approach and strives to have many frequent, but low-stake assignments. There will be multiple
quizzes, projects, weekly discussions, and even some participation points. There will be enough
of them that doing poorly on one or two shouldn't seriously impact your final score.

In contrast, that means that you won't be able to sit back and do nothing for a month until the
exam comes. There will almost always be something going on in the class. Attendance and
active participation in the class will be crucial to your success.



Holistic Grading

This class will involve a lot of writing and explanation of the statistics. There is not always a
single correct answer and so interpretation plays a bigger role than it would in an algebra class.
That means that much of what you do in this class is subjective, not objective, and that makes
grading a little more ambiguous.

To help define grading a little better, there is a rubric that will applied to discussions and
projects in the class. That rubric has just a single row, the overall score. This is called holistic
grading - grading on the entire project, not on individual components.

Rating Score Description

Awesome 105% Exceptional job that really impresses the teacher

Good 90% Beyond what was required

Okay 75% Satisfactory completion of requirements

Fair 60% Almost there, but needs some development

Poor 45% Minimal attempt at completing assignment

None 0% Did not participate or submission nowhere close to assignment

There is also the opportunity for extra credit with each assignment that is graded using this
rubric. To get an A, you need to do mostly good with an occasional awesome.

Homework

You are not assigned problems from the textbook to work each night like in an algebra class.
That said, there may be assignments that you need to work on at home and sometimes bring
back to class.

If graded, they will be incorporated into one of the other categories, rather than having a
category of their own.

Concepts (45% of grade)

This course will use a non-traditional approach to evaluation. There will be no exams aside
from the final exam, instead we will use activities and quizzes to assess your progress and
understanding of the material.

Canvas Quizzes

Quizzes within Canvas are the primary method of assessing concepts. These are usually
untimed with multiple-attempts and are open for more than one day.

Quizzes typically remain open for at least one day after they are due in case students forget to
take the exam or have some situation arise. After that, they are closed and cannot be made up.



Your final score for multiple-attempt quizzes will be the average of the scores on each attempt.
Students may have an opportunity to use the highest score instead of the average score on
each exam.

Be aware that if you begin a quiz but do not finish it before the time runs out that Canvas will
autosubmit it when it is due and give you O points for any unanswered questions.

Most of the quizzes start off with instructions about where to look for help working the quiz.
You should make sure you read and understand that material before you attempt the quiz. If
you miss questions on the quiz, figure out what went wrong before you attempt it again.

Some quizzes have multiple-part questions. When you miss these, Canvas will tell you the
score so you can figure out how many parts were right, but not which parts you missed. This a
source of frustration to the students who want to know what they did right so they can focus
on what they did wrong. This approach is not good for learning and mastering the material as it
discourages establishing the relationships between the parts. Instead, review and rework the
entire problem.

In this course, Canvas quizzes may be printed, worked on paper, and then the answers results
entered into Canvas. There is no time limit and if you print it out and come back later, you'll be
given the same quiz. The quiz only changes once you submit it.

Final Challenge

There are no exams in this course except for the final. It is a multiple choice quiz inside Canvas
that counts for 25 points, about double a typical quiz.

It is over the basic level of inference from the fundamentals of hypothesis testing (the stuff we
spent 3 months talking about).

The final challenge may not be dropped from the grades.
Projects (35% of grade)
Another major component of the course will be projects.

Projects may be turned in up to two weeks after the due date, but your grade may suffer since
it is hard to be awesome when it is late.

Most projects will be graded using the holistic grading rubric described earlier.

Some projects will be graded as complete/incomplete. These assignments will receive either
full points or no points. If the assignment is not correct, it will be sent back to the student with
comments for another attempt. You may attempt the assignment as many times as you need.
As long as the submission is correct before the assignment closes, full points are awarded. If
there is no correct submission before the assignment closes, the student receives a zero.



No project grades will be dropped. No late work will be accepted after May 10.

Activities (10% of grade)

Activities are generally short assignments that do not lot require a lot of effort. They are often
completed in class or with a little outside effort.

Some of these activities will be participation activities where you get full points for completing
the activity. Others will be graded based on how well you perform in the activity. You will
know which type the activity is before you complete it.

Some activities are time-sensitive and cannot be made up if you miss them. For example, we
may gather data in class and then analyze that data; if your data is not included in the analysis
because you missed class, then you cannot get the points for the data gathering.

The lowest scoring activity will be dropped.

Assignments (10% of grade)

Assignments require more effort than activities. Most require work the student to complete the
assignment outside of class without specific instruction, beyond perhaps an introduction,
within class.

Assignments may take several days to complete. In particular, discussions typically last four to
five days.

Assignments may be graded as complete/incomplete, using the holistic rubric, or as points.
Assignments graded as complete/incomplete may be resubmitted until the assignment is
closed.

Some assignments will involve posting material to a Canvas discussion for the class to review
and provide feedback.

The lowest scoring assignment will be dropped.
Discussions
There will be discussions in this course. There are three purposes for the discussions.

m  Critical thinking and consuming statistics.

m  Current events or topics from the course.

m  Assignments to share with other students and get their feedback. This can be beneficial in
multiple ways: you may be the student who needs the help from others or you may be the
student who knows what they're doing and other students can benefit from your efforts.

Most of these discussion questions are in post-first format. That means that you post your

initial response before you can see what other students have said. Then you carry on a



discussion with the class about the question and responses.

Participating in the discussions is not simply a matter of going in and make a post. Neither is
there a set number of posts that you must make. Instead, you should establish a pattern of on-
going and meaningful communication throughout the allowed time frame. Students who wait
until the assignment is almost over to post their comments end up robbing the other students
of the ability to reply to their comments, effectively getting the "last word" because of timing,
not because of merit.

In an ideal world, students would go into the discussion as soon as it became available and
continue to discuss until it was finished. We do not live in a perfect world. What happens is
that there is a group of students who only look at the To Do list when deciding when to work
on assignments and would wait until the discussion was almost over to write their initial post.

Based on end-of-term feedback from students, we are trying something different this semester
with the discussions. The due date in Canvas will be for the initial post rather than for the end
of the discussion.

Canvas does not allow multiple due dates for a single assignment, so students will need to
remember to participate in the discussion after their initial post.

Discussions will be graded holistically, rather than specifying a certain portion of your grade for
the initial post, the follow-up discussion, turning things in on time, and participating on multiple
days. So there will be one due date, at the end of the discussion, but realize that you need to
be participating in the discussion all week long, not just the day it's due, if you want to get a
good grade for it.

The expectation is that once the discussion is over that people will not be going back in and
responding, certainly not holding a conversation. For this reason, late work will not be accepted
after the discussion closes, which will be a few days after the initial post is due.

The purpose of the discussions is to assist in learning the material. It is not to attack other
students or make them feel stupid, but to help them understand while strengthening your own
understanding of the material. If you need to disagree with what someone else has posted,
then do so with a civil and respectful tone. Understand that your issue is with what the other
person has written, not with the other person.

All discussion content must be original for this course during the Spring 2024 semester. Do not
reuse discussions you have previously used or used in another course. Do not submit work
generated by another person or program such as ChatGPT.

Discussions will be graded using the holistic grading rubric described earlier. This means that
you have the opportunity for extra credit with each discussion.



Grading Policy

Letter grades will be assigned to final adjusted scores as follows:
A: 90-100% B: 80-89% C:70-79% D: 60-69% F: below 60%

Final scores are rounded to the nearest integer before determining the grade, so a 79.5% wiill
round up to 80% and be considered a "B".

All work must be original and completed during the Spring 2024 semester to receive credit.
Content generated by artificial intelligence, such as ChatGPT, is not considered original work.

Gradebook

All grades will be entered into and maintained within the Canvas learning management system.

Canvas will automatically assign a O when the due date passes without a submission. In most
cases, the assignment is still open and can still be submitted. The O is not permanent until the
assignment closes and the student should use the O as a gentle nudge that they missed an
assignment.

When you look at your grades in Canvas, there may be a + or - after the letter grade (example,
B+ or C-). The plus or minus after the letter grade is informational and intended to be used as
an encouragement or a warning that you might be able to move up or that you are in danger of
slipping down. However, the final grades in the course will not contain a + or a -, just the letter
grade, and an 80.1% is as much of a B as an 88.7% is.

Canvas has a What-If feature that allows you to play around with your grades. If you are
concerned about your grades, see the instructor.

Grade Changes

Scoring is subject to revision if mistakes are found in the grading. This is especially true with
Canvas quizzes where there may be problems with questions that need regrading. Your grade
may increase or decrease when this happens. For this reason, you should strive to do better
than the minimum needed.

The potential for some extra credit is already built into the system as the grading rubrics for
projects and discussions have an Awesome category that awards 105% of the possible points.
Any interactive classroom assessments that count as a concepts (quizzes) grade will receive a
10% discount to the possible points.



Late Work

Full details about each type of grade, including the late work policy, can be found in the
Method of Evaluation section.

Generally speaking, technology or life issues are not an excuse for accepting late work,
especially when you have several days to work on something. Procrastination is not conducive
for effective learning and should not be encouraged; it has a cascading effect where students
continue to fall farther and farther behind.

No late work will be accepted after May 10.

Dropping Grades

There are circumstances that arise during life that may cause a student to miss or do poorly on
an assignment. To compensate for these situations, some grades will automatically be dropped.

m  The lowest concept (quiz) grade except for the final challenge.

m  The lowest assignment grade will be dropped.

m  The lowest activity grade will be dropped.

m  No project grades will be dropped.

Canvas will drop the assighnment that results in the highest score after the drop. This may not
be the score with the lowest percentage. For example Canvas may drop an assignment where
you scored 70% (70 out of 100) instead of an assignment where you scored 30% (3 out of 10)
because the overall score will be higher if the 70% assignment is dropped.

The rules for dropping grades are in place at the beginning of the semester and Canvas will
begin dropping grades as soon as there are enough grades in the category to drop some. Do
not expect a bump at the end because of dropped assignment grades.

Note that which assignments are dropped will likely change throughout the semester.
Written Work
All written work should be submitted in electronic form.

For formal documents, there should be a cover page with the title of the assignment and the
student's name. For shorter papers, add the name of the assignment and the student's name to
the header.

Headings should be used appropriately to mark-up the document.

All reference works used, including books, videos, websites, etc., are to be cited using APA
style - do not use MLA. Do not trust online citation apps.

All work is to utilize the English language correctly. It is suggested that the Academic Success



Center be utilized for assistance in the preparation of written work.

If written work is submitted late, the instructor may take appropriate deductions from the
grade.

Attendance / Engagement Policy
Participation vs Attendance

This class expects that you participate, not just that you attend. Participation involves
attendance, being familiar with the material, taking notes, reading the book, attempting
homework, submitting projects, and participating in discussions.

Attending class without engaging while there does not qualify as participation. Submitting
assignments without attending class does not qualify as participation, either. Both are required
for participation.

Regular attendance and participation is essential for satisfactory completion of this course. You
need to be actively involved in this course several times a week, if not daily. You need to
regularly monitor your Canvas inbox and Richland email for notifications and information.

Students who do not communicate with the instructor and have irregular or infrequent
attendance, miss the first day of class, or miss any two consecutive days may be dropped.

Students who do not communicate with the instructor, have irregular or infrequent attendance,
or are failing before midterm may be dropped from the course. Students who, because of
excessive absences, cannot complete the course successfully, are required to be
administratively dropped from the class at midterm. The concepts build, with chapter 2 being
foundational for the rest of the course. We finish chapter 2 around midterm and students with
less than 50% of the possible points at midterm are extremely unlikely to pass the class and are
likely to be dropped.

If a student stops attending after midterm, it is the student's responsibility to withdraw to avoid
an "F". Do not stop participating and assume that you will be withdrawn from the class by the
instructor.

Although dropping students for non-attendance at midterm is required, students whose
participation in the course is occasional or sporadic may be dropped from the class at any point
during the semester at the instructor's discretion. The safest way to make sure you're not
dropped for non-attendance is to continue to actively participate in t