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English 101 
Dr. Rick Tomlinson 
Ph: 475.1834 (H) 

Office Hours: 12:00 – 1:00 p.m., M, T, Th., OR phone to arrange. 
e-mail: rtomlin@richland.edu OR romanticism@insightbb.com 

RCC Core Values: COMMITMENT – RESPECT – EXCELLENCE – ACCOUNTABILITY – DIVERSITY 

Course Title: 	      Course Credits: 
ENGL. 101 - COMPOSITION 1 (IAI: C1 900) 

3-0-3  

Course Description: 
Is a basic course in college writing.  Students write and revise essays using a variety of rhetorical 
methods. Through extensive writing and careful reading, students cultivate their ability to think 
critically and improve their ability to compose acceptable and effective academic papers.  Special 
attention will be paid to persuasive writing. 

Applicable toward graduation where program structure permits: 
Certificate or Degree - All Certificates and All Degrees 
Group Requirement - Communications 
Area of Concentration - Not Applicable 

Required Text: 
•	 Ramage, Bean, and Johnson. The Allyn and Bacon Guide to Writing. 
•	 William Strunk Jr., and E. B. White, The Elements of Style. 

Prerequisite: 
One of the following: 1) “C” or better in English 090 and/or 097; 2) score of 40th percentile or 
above on ACT (English and Reading) or SAT (Verbal); 3) satisfactory score on Richland’s English 
and Reading Comprehension placement tests; or 4) evidence of equivalent competencies. 

Note: Students’ placement in this course based on test scores is provisional and will be reviewed 
during the first week of class after they have written a short placement essay.  Students may be asked 
to enroll in a developmental writing course if the placement essay shows that their writing skills are 
not at the level necessary for success in English 101. 

Course Outcomes/Objectives (include)
•	 Being able to develop essays appropriate for academic audiences through a process of 


invention, planning, drafting, and revision;  

•	 Being able to choose and use the appropriate variety of written English given topic and 

purpose, with particular attention to acceptable standards of grammar, punctuation, and 
diction usage; 

•	 Being able to distinguish between the writer’s attitude and his/her reader’s probable reaction; 
•	 Being able to understand and work with an effective relationship between generalizations 

and details; 
•	 Being able to structure paragraphs and paragraph sequences with thesis statements and topic 

sentences; 

: 
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•	 Being able to use several types of organization and persuasive strategies in accordance with 
the purposes of academic writing assignments, in particular the proposal and defense of an 
argumentative position with logic and evidence; 

•	 Being able to write clearly, concisely, and coherently; 
•	 Being able to apply critical and analytic thinking skills to a variety of texts. 

Grading and attendance policies: 
Diction, logic, mechanics, organization, and sophistication of thinking will be considered when 
evaluating your work. Following the college policy as outlined in the RCC Catalog: “Regular 
attendance is necessary for satisfactory college work.  Richland faculty will take roll daily, at least 
through the midterm of the semester. If a student is absent for one week plus one day (or less, if 
specified by the instructor in the course outline), his/her name may be sent to the Student Records 
Office. Students with unsatisfactory attendance will be sent a ‘stopped attending’ letter.  At 
midterm, the College will administratively drop students who have failed to meet the attendance 
standard as certified by the instructor. This procedure is in accordance with Illinois Community 
College Board policy.” See Dropping a Course, RCC Catalog. 

Based on the policy articulated above, a portion of your grade will reflect attendance and 
participation. You will be expected to attend all of every class period.  Class discussion and writing 
workshops cannot be duplicated or “made up.”  Absences affect your grade, as you will have misse
highly important discussions and explanations.  If you miss class more that 3 times or are excessivel
late (3 times = one absence), you will lose one letter grade.  For every absence after that, you will 
lose ½ letter grade. You must call me about any absence within 24 hours of that absence.  
However, this will not necessarily assure that the absence will not count against you.  You are 
responsible for all missed information on any day that you are absent (lecture information, 
assignments, etc.). 

d 
y 

Consider yourself to be a member of this class, which means that you not only have privileges and 
receive benefits, but you also have responsibilities — both to yourself and to your fellow class 
members. If you should decide to drop the course, however, you, alone, are responsible for 
completing the appropriate notification with the Students Records Office.  If you do not, an “F” will 
be the result. 

Instructor Absence: If I should somehow be delayed, which is highly unlikely, for more than 
twenty minutes after the scheduled starting time of the class, you may consider that class to be 
cancelled. 

Methods of Evaluation: 
Points will accumulate throughout the semester. Final grade is based on the student’s percentage of 
total points possible. Most essays will have two drafts, must be submitted in order, and will be 
graded based on an average of the grades earned for each draft.  No essay may be skipped.  Essays 
submitted late will receive only 50% credit. 

Essay One:   Rhetorical Description 10 
Essay Two:  Informative/Surprising 10 
Essay Three: Advertising Analysis 15 
Essay Four:  Summary/Response 25 
Essay Five:   Mini-research paper 40 
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Instructional Methods: 
Instructional methods may include lecture, discussion, group work, peer evaluation, and conference.  
In order to learn effective writing processes, students will write several drafts of most assignments 
incorporating feedback from the instructor and peers.   

Grading Standard: 
In addition to a point total given for essays, the following standards are applied to the assessment of 
English 101 essays: 
¾	 “A” essays/papers are superior, excellent, or outstanding (though not necessarily perfect).  They are 

distinguished either through the quality of the writing that embodies them, the quality of thinking 
that constitutes their intellectual framework, or both.  Within “A” papers, ideas have been 
articulated clearly and support, with great effectiveness, and typically (though not always) they 
should contain well-written and specific thesis statements.  The structure of “A” papers has been 
developed logically and displays unity and coherence.  Diction and syntax are precise and clear; if 
there are mechanical errors, they are minor and do not distract readers.  The tone is appropriate to 
the aim of and conventions associated with the form and style of the piece: for example, arguments 
are appropriately dispassionate and persuasive, not shrill or unreasonably emotive. Narratives, on 
the other hand, may be more personal, although suitably so. Overall, readers should be led through 
papers carefully, with sophistication and sensitivity, to arrive at a greater awareness and/or 
understanding of a topic. 

¾	 “B” papers are good to very good, clearly above average.  They are well-planned, with theses that 
are clear and specific, though less effective than those in “A” papers.  When mechanical errors exist, 
they do not inhibit the reader’s capacity to comprehend the paper’s meaning.  The development of 
a “B” paper is very sound, although it may, at some points, lack unity and coherence.  Diction and 
syntax are also essentially correct, even though there may be occasional lapses in their accuracy.  
While “B” papers may share important qualities with those earning “As,” they will manifest two or 
three significant deficiencies in key elements such as the logical development of their thesis; the 
effective, clear articulation of an analysis or its expression; or the optimal support of a major point 
of the paper. 

¾	 “C” papers are satisfactory and meet the course’s minimum requirements.  They are average in 
quality, demonstrating generally clear purpose and effective development, a logical structure with 
paragraphs that are unified, clear sentences with adequate (although perhaps undistinguished) 
structure, and diction and syntax that reveal few serious faults.  Such papers include appropriate 
introductions and conclusions.   

¾	 Papers with serious deficiencies in any of the criteria listed for “C” papers will receive a “D” or an 
“F.” More specifically, a “D” paper typically lacks a thesis or otherwise fails to make its point 
clearly; contains major errors of logic or fact; has a body that does not develop the point of the 
paper; includes several paragraphs that don't stay with the particular point it is designed to develop; 
lacks convincing or specific support; contains sentences that struggle for sense, and probably 
because of errors in grammar (particularly comma splices, fused sentences, fragments, subject-verb 
agreement errors), word usage, or punctuation. 
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¾ “F” papers have more than one of the characteristics listed for “D” papers, do not address the 
assignment, or fail to use acceptable topics. Often, “F” papers exhibit poor organization, little 
control of Standard English, and fail to contain effective theses or other appropriate structures 
designed to organize the aim of and thinking represented in the work with unity and coherence. 

Academic Dishonesty: 
The response to student cheating or plagiarism will follow the college policy as outlined on page 45, 
which states: “Each student is expected to be honest in his/her class work or in the submission of 
information to the College. Richland regards dishonest in classroom and laboratories, on 
assignments and examinations, and the submission of false and misleading information to the 
College as a serious offense. A student who cheats, plagiarizes, or furnishes false, misleading 
information to the College is subject to disciplinary action up to and including failure of a class or 
suspension/expulsion from the College.” No credit will be given for plagiarized classroom 
assignments and tests; Division chairperson will be notified; incidents deemed by the instructor to 
be of a serious nature may result in dropping the student from the course. 

Student Success: If at any time I believe that a student is at risk of being unsuccessful in the 
course, I may notify the Student Success Office. This office will, in turn, contact you suggesting 
assistance options. I anticipate that you will need to spend at least 3 hours of study outside of 
class for every hour of in-class work. 

Human Relations: 
This course incorporates concepts regarding all races, creeds, sexes, and ethnic groupings and the 
belief that they must learn to live together. 

RCC Academic Support: 
Learning Resource Center Ext. 296 
Perkins Ext. 202 
Student Services Center Ext. 267 
Student Learning Center Ext. 419 
Student Support Services Ext. 440 
Learning Accommodation Services Ext. 379 

IAI Information: 
The IAI designation for English 101 is C1 900. This course is the first of two writing courses at 
Richland Community College that are part of the Illinois Articulation Initiative (IAI).  The second 
course in the sequence is English 102, which includes a research paper.  These two courses are also 
part of the IAI General Education Core Curriculum.  Successful completion of English 101 (with a 
grade of C or better) will ensure transferability of the course, and the course will count toward an 
associate or bachelor degree program at any other participating school in the college or university in 
the State of Illinois. 
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CALENDAR: 

ALL DATES, ASSIGNMENTS, QUIZZES, AND TESTS DESCRIBED BELOW ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE:
 
Our goal will be to enhance your thinking skills, both analytical and synthetic; thus, you may not 
always understand the apparently indirect relationship between a class within the discipline of 
English and the diverse materials we will employ in developing a research paper.  Furthermore, you 
are responsible for keeping up with all changes that occur.  Additional readings and exercises will be 
assigned as needed (for students individually or to the class as a whole).  Unannounced quizzes or 
tests may be given on any readings or discussions.   
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